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Project Name:
"PALkonnect - Empowerment of social inclusion groups through creativity and cultural 
works". 

Meeting: 2nd local action group (Italy)

Date of 
Meeting: (DD/
MM/YYYY)

28th October 2021 Time: 5 – 7 pm CET

Prepared By:
Federica Trimarchi (Centro 
Interculturale Mondinsieme) Location:

Zoom meeting (Reggio 
Emilia – Verona - 
Genova)

1. Participant List
Name Organization E-mail (If applicable)

Andrea Buratti Centro teatrale MaMiMò a.buratti@mamimo.it

Jamal Ouassini
Ziryàb – Cultural Association for 
study and promotion of 
Mediterranean music

j.ouassini@gmail.com

Cristina Spallanzani
Studio teacher and Director of 
Festival Punto e a capo (children’s 
book publishing)

cristina.spallanzani@gmail.com

Mirna Kassis Lyric singer mirna_kassis@yahoo.com

2. Meeting Objectives and Print Screens

The meeting is organized as part of the project "PALkonnect - Empowerment of social inclusion groups 
through creativity and cultural works". The aim is to discuss strategies to equip emerging artists with the 
necessary innovative skills and abilities, to support the presentation and the promotion of their artworks 
in post-COVID 19 period and to enhance their networking within European countries.
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3. Agenda 
Topic Owner
1. Presentation of the project: objectives and actions Federica TRIMARCHI

2. Testimonies of the participants: experiences or initiatives carried out in the
last two years; any implemented practices related to social inclusion

All the participants

3.  Collection of  content  proposals  for  the  realization of  one  of  the project
outputs:  building  and  testing  a  training  curriculum  with  theoretical  and
practical modules for the empowerment of emerging artists (also belonging to
social groups considered vulnerable)

All the participants

4. Discussion
Topic of discussion Information shared and concussions 

1.  Project  aims  and
beneficiary targets 

There were no specific questions or clarifications about the project’s objectives.
The  facilitator  presented  the  timeline,  the  steps  to  be  implemented  and  the
suggestions emerged during the 1st local action group. 

2. Round table

Each stakeholder  presents  his/her  field  of  work  and the management  of  their
projects during the pandemic. They gave some hints on methodologies for projects
related to social inclusion. 

- Cristina Spallanzani is a freelance professional in the field of arts and creativity.
She  specialised  in  projects  for  children,  young  people  and  adults  aimed  at
promoting,  producing  and  sharing  artistic,  creative,  theatrical  and  cultural
experiences.  She  has  worked  for  schools,  museums  and  social  services.  She
designs and conducts training courses on art and narrative for adults. She is also
the artistic director of Punto e a capo festival, a children's book festival in Reggio
Emilia that focuses on the networking and the involvement of children of foreign
origins from selected neighbourhoods. During the pandemic, she created her own
website  and  produced  contents  for  her  blog  and  for  a  children’s  publishing
program. She improved her upper education and she enrolled at the university
again. 

-  Mirna  Kassis  is  a  Syrian  mezzo  soprano  who  graduated  from  Damascus
Conservatory. In 2011 she had the opportunity to participate in a workshop in Italy
and  then  she  moved  to  Genova,  where  she  graduated  in  classical  vocal
performance. She volunteered as cultural mediator with Syrian immigrant families,
using  music  elements in her  work especially  with kids.  At  the outbreak of  the
pandemic,  she was busy working in a theatrical  and musical  performance.  Her
latest project is a fusion of classic oriental and electronic music with an ensemble
of  musicians  from  the  Mediterranean  area  and  Italy.  She  is  still  experiencing
economic difficulties due to her exclusion from the allowance addressed to show
business workers.
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- Andrea Buratti is the creative director of the MaMiMò Theatre Centre, structured
in a theatre school (it provides integrated courses for people with disabilities), a
theatre  company  and  a  production.  He  described  the  first  lockdown  as  an
adrenaline-fuelled and artistically productive moment, in which the centre worked
on redesigning its activities and experimented with a streaming programme. In
contrast, the second lockdown was perceived as disheartening and the workers
mainly focused on their self-education. For many years, this company has been
organizing workshops in the Reggio Emilia penitentiary, where theatre becomes an
expressive tool for the inmates’ personal growth, deep intimate reflections and
their  rehabilitation  in  the  civil  society.  MaMiMò  also  works  within  the
neighbourhoods  and  focuses  on  the  concept  of  building  a  community;  in  this
sense, their theatrical research examines the relationship between the identities
of the neighbourhoods and the stories of the people who live there, not in a top-
down  perspective,  but  through  the  voices  of  the  neighbourhood  residents.
Projects  developed  in  2020-2021:  1)  Post-pandemic  bench: reflections  on  the
changes occurred after the pandemic experience, the sense of community and the
future, that took place in the squares and involved the audience, to elaborate
what happened, individually and collectively. In the square, four actors seated on
four different benches wait for something to happen or to record something that
has already happened. The monologues, performed for one spectator at a time,
are repeated to anyone who sits on the bench, in a continuous flow of images and
thoughts. 2)  iVerdi: the spectators/explorers rediscover Parma (Italian Capital of
Culture  in  the  years  2020-2021)  through the  music  of  Giuseppe  Verdi.  With  a
smartphone and a Telegram profile,  each spectator can dialogue with a virtual
entity and be guided on an urban journey that connects him/her to the musician
and his birthplace.  3)Call REFUGE 2021: selection and hosting a theatre research
project of a U35 company/artist of Emilia-Romagna region. MaMiMò met young
professionals, learned about their theatrical research and discussed the theatre's
future prospects. The aim of the call was to welcome emerging artists who want to
develop their project in a period of 3 weeks and make available spaces (a rehearsal
room, the theatre) and technical assistance.

- Jamal Ouassini is a violinist, a composer and a maestro, founder of numerous
musical projects, protagonist of an intense concert and seminar activity in the field
of traditional music. He founded Ensemble Ziryab in 1984 that, bringing together
prestigious musicians from different countries, has been greatly acclaimed in the
context of the most important music festivals in Europe. As President of  Dante
Alighieri Society in Tangeri, which aims to spread the Italian language and culture
around  the  world,  he  is  committed  to  create  cultural  ties  between  the
Mediterranean area and Italy.
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Through the network MeDa, Ouassini carried out his work as musician during the
lockdown,  including  the  activity  of  teacher  at  the  Conservatory  of  Italian
Switzerland  in  Lugano,  where  he  held  a  virtual  workshop  of  ensemble  music
entitled  Other  Mediterranean  Music  and  Improvisations,  with  the  aim  of
encouraging the meeting of European musicians with musical traditions from the
Arab,  North  African,  Turkish  and  Mediterranean  world.  He  defines  it  as  an
interesting  but  incomplete  experience,  because  through  technology  it  is  not
possible to play together nor learn how to play a musical instrument, even though
it can be a good ground for the theoretical preparation of performances. Another
important  project  planned  in  the MeDa Congress was  carried  out  online:  the
creation of an artistic residence in Tangeri, which was supposed to bring together
in May 2020 many young musicians from all Mediterranean countries, and which
suffered a setback due to the pandemic. 

3. Focus on financial
measures 

MaMiMò workers  had  benefit  of  the  payroll  subsidies  given  for  the  economic
solidity of the theatre centre. The situation of independent artists is quite different
as  they  benefit  from  the  funds  of  the  'Ristori  Decree',  issued  to  support  the
workers and companies involved in the closures,  but only if  they meet specific
requirements.  Additionally,  it  provides  for  the  payment  of  an  all-inclusive
allowance of only one thousand euros.

4. Content proposals

The group enlisted the missing supporting tools to guide young creatives in the
management of their professional career in the artistic field:

- identify training opportunities;
- solve administrative and bureaucratic issues;
- define elements of communication and self-promotion;
- identify resources and funding;
- identify opportunities for productions, exhibitions and visibility;

- get in touch with networks of organizations active in the artistic-cultural field.

5. Evaluation Results 

The focus  group  was  an occasion  for  the  CCS’s  professionals  to  exchange  considerations  about  their
respective works during the pandemic and at the current time. Moreover, the core value of the activity
was the discussion about the limited accessibility to the creative and artistic professions caused by social
and economic disadvantages. It has been identified as the most relevant form of discrimination and social
exclusion.  A topic of common interest continues to be making art workers more aware of their rights,
which must in no way be crushed, especially given the new complexity of the online mode.

Name of expert Federica Trimarchi Organisation: 
Centro
Interculturale
Mondinsieme
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